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Meeting Minutes: Thursday, May 21, 2020 
 

Proceedings: 
The Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council met for a regular meeting on Thursday, May 21, 2020, at 9:00 a.m. via 
Conference Call at 1 (442) 265-7999, Participation Code 74952593 with staff present at the Imperial County Area 
Agency on Aging Office, located at 778 W. State Street, El Centro, CA 92243. 

 
  

 
 

 
Voting Attendees: 

 
Representing Sector: 

 Sonia Silva 
Patsy Becerra 
AJ Gaddis 
John Hernandez 
Benjamin J. Horton 
Sup. Ray Castillo* 
Paul R. Monarrez 
Virginia Ward 
Helen Lopez 
Daniel Romero 
Oreda Chin 
Lourdes Ramirez 
Sedalia Sanders 
Terry Swing 
Manuel Sanchez 
 
*Member arrived after roll call. 
 

District 1 
District 2 
District 3 
District 4 
District 5 
County of Imperial 
Disabled Interest 
League of Cities 
CSL – Senate 
CSL – Assembly 
Senior Organization 
HICAP 
At-Large 
At-Large 
At-Large Alternate 

                   Non-Voting Attendees/Providers:  
 
 
 
 

Rosie Blankenship 
Madeline Dessert 
Karla Flores 
Monica Veliz De Leon 
Layla Sarwari 
Laurie Edwards 
Polo Salazar 
Daniel Glaser 
Elizabeth Machado 
Diane Peacher 
Jessica Lopez 
 
Absent: 
 
Mike Lara 
Rosalie Avila 
Arnold Valdez 
Ismael Lopez 
Sup. Mike Kelley 
 

Public Administrator / ICAAA Director 
ICAAA Department Acting Manager 
ICAAA Long Term Care Ombudsman Coordinator 
ICAAA Information & Assistance Coordinator 
Imperial County Counsel 
Catholic Charities 
Catholic Charities 
Elder Law & Advocacy 
Day Out 
Molina Healthcare 
Nutrition Ink 
 
 
 
Senior Advocate 
Senior Advocate 
Law Enforcement 
At-Large Alternate 
At-Large Alternate 
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Agenda Item / Action Taken: 
 

I. FLAG SALUTE, ROLL CALL (MEMBERS), AND INTRODUCTIONS (GUESTS):  
Chairman John Hernandez called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.  Roll call was completed and quorum was 
established.  Staff asked guests to introduce themselves.  Chair Hernandez asked members to recite the Flag Salute. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
AJ Gaddis motioned to approve the April 14, 2020, Social & Health Committee Meeting Minutes and the April 16, 
2020, Advisory Council Meeting Minutes as presented.  Paul R. Monarrez seconded the motion.  Motioned carried 
with no oppositions and no abstentions. 
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 Chairman John Hernandez opened up the floor for Public Comments. 
 

Liz Machado was present because she wanted to make sure that the Advisory Council Members were aware of the 
proposed cuts to Community Based Adult Services (CBAS) and Care Centers.  At this point, grass root efforts are 
being done to oppose these cuts before they are presented on June 15 for a vote.  Programs that are expected to 
see cuts in funding are In Home Supportive Services, Multiple Senior Services Program, and CBAS.  Federal funds 
are expected to come forth to alleviate some of the loss. 
 

John Hernandez asked for a moment of silence for those that have suffered because of the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
 

No additional comments were made. 
 

IV. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM(S): 
 

a) Chair to appoint new councilmember to committee(s). 
Rosie Blankenship provided a report to Advisory Council on current committee make up.  She 
stated all committees were complete with at least five members in each except for the Planning & 
Finance Committee, which currently has four members.  Monica V. De Leon advised that Mr. Lopez 
had asked if he could join the Planning & Finance Committee and the Social & Health Committee.  
Chair John Hernandez appointed Mr. Ismael Lopez to the Planning & Finance Committee and the 
Social & Health Committee. 

 

b) Chair to appoint Nominating Committee of not less than three (3) Advisory Council members to 
(1) select the slate of officer nominations, (2) provide a recommendation to Advisory Council on 
council members with Terms Expiring this Fiscal Year, and (3) review any application(s) received 
for the Service Provider Vacant Position. 
 

John Hernandez called for volunteers.  Chair Hernandez appointed Helen Lopez, Benjamin J. 
Horton, and Paul R. Monarrez to the Nominating Committee and this committee will meet before 
the June 18, 2020 Advisory Council meeting. 
 

c) Nutrition Committee to set date to meet to review findings of congregate site visits. 
Ginger Ward, Chair of the Nutrition Committee asked for staff to set date for the Nutrition 
Committee prior to next month’s Advisory Council Meeting on June 18, 2020. 
 

d) Senior Event Ad-Hoc Committee to set date to meet to discuss Senior Appreciation Day Event 
for Fiscal Year 2020-2021. 
(Current members are AJ Gaddis, John Hernandez, Sedalia Sanders, Oreda Chin, and Helen Lopez.) 
Rosie Blankenship provided an update.  Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Imperial Valley 
Fairgrounds staff is unable to schedule any events until restrictions are lifted.  Ad-hoc Committee 
will need to meet to discuss the future of this event keeping in mind that this event also serves as 
a fundraiser to help fulfill some other needs of the ICAAA.  Further discussion was had on other 
options.  John Hernandez asked staff to set the date and send out a meeting request to current 
members. 
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V. PRESENTATION(S): 
 

a) Senior Nutrition Program Updates – Catholic Charities – Laurie Edwards/Polo Salazar  
Laurie Edwards provided an update to Advisory Council on the Senior Nutrition Program.  Catholic 
Charities is currently receiving 15 to 20 calls a day for this program.  She reported that a total of 
1,886 meals are being delivered weekly for C1 Congregate Meal recipients while continuing to 
deliver 1,436 meals per week to Home Delivered Meals recipients.  C1 Congregate Meals recipients 
received one hot meal and six frozen meals at their homes once a week while regular Home 
Delivered Meal participants continue to received one hot meal daily and two frozen on Friday for 
the weekend.  Polo Salazar reported that they continue to receive referrals from Behavioral Health, 
Adult Protective Services, and other agencies.  He also reported that they are currently working on 
annual assessments for both Home Delivered Meals as well as C1 Congregate Meal recipients.  
Edwards reported that Mom’s Meals was contacted to request their assistance with some of the 
deliveries to ensure Senior’s receive their meals in the morning.  Currently some seniors are 
receiving their meals in the afternoon. 
 

John Hernandez asked Rosie Blankenship to provide additional information on the collaboration 
that is currently taking place to ensure this program continues running.  Rosie B. provided a 
breakdown of the different funding sources being used for this program.  She reported that two 
new providers were brought onboard to help Catholic Charities with the increase in demand for 
this program in the last couple of months.  The two restaurants are Brownie’s Diner, Inc. currently 
serving Brawley and Rosa’s Plane Food, Inc. currently serving Calexico.  She provided a comparison 
between the number of meals served for the programs and the current YTD numbers.  Meals have 
already surpassed previous Fiscal Year numbers.  She also discussed plans to continue meeting the 
demand and provided updates on current grants received.  Heffernan Memorial Healthcare District 
will continue to provide the funding to feed 39 seniors in Calexico under the Home Delivered Meal 
Program.  ICAAA is budgeting and making sure that funds are used in a smart way in order to 
continue to feed seniors in our area.  The ICAAA is doing this by seeking cost efficient providers 
and looking at other options such as shelf stable food that may help to stretch the dollars received 
to prepare for possible budget cuts.  She also reported that the ICAAA chose not to participate in 
the Great Plates program due to budget and time limit constraints. 
 

b) Nutrition Education Program Update – Nutrition Ink – Jessica Lopez Brantley 
Jessica reported that the dietitian has conducted inspections of the two new restaurants and 
Catholic Charities.  She also provided in-service training on any issues.  She also shared a video on 
food safety & sanitation that was prepared by the Department of Public Health.  Education 
Material is also being prepared and distributed to all three providers to deliver to all SNP Senior 
Nutrition Program participants along with their meals.  These will provide seniors with at least two 
handouts each.  Nutrition Ink is working with Catholic Charities to provide a staff in-service. 
 

Chair John Hernandez asked staff to provide an updated on the coordination being done to 
provide food bags to seniors and an update on long-term care (LTC) and Skilled Nursing Facilities 
(SNF). 
 

Rosie Blankenship reported that over 1,200 deliveries have been made to seniors during the past 
couple of months.  Items provided to seniors in these deliveries consisted of water, toilet paper, 
toiletries, and activity books.  In addition, when available fresh produce has been provided.  The 
ICAAA has received both in-kind and monetary donations to continue to assist seniors seeking our 
help.  A team of volunteers along with staff is doing Wellness Checks to make sure that seniors are 
well and are aware of the resources available to them.  One thousand one-hundred (1,100) 
Wellness Checks calls have been made to date.  Thirty-four (34) homeless individuals were also 
placed in hotels.  Staff have been very busy during this time. 
 



AREA AGENCY ON AGING 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 
778 W. State St., El Centro, CA 92243 

800.510.2020 | 442.265.7030 | www.aaa24.org 
 

4 
 

Karla Flores, LTC Ombudsman, provided an update on the residential care facilities and what they 
are doing to combat COVID-19.  She reported that only two sites in Imperial County have had 
instances of COVID-19 positive cases.  She reported on how the facilities with positive cases 
handled the situation and what is being done to combat future cases.  She also informed the 
Advisory Council that the new facility in town is being used to quarantine COVID-19 positive cases 
since it is currently empty before returning to their home facility.  Some of these positive cases are 
from outside our county.  Paul Monarrez asked what type of testing is being accepted to test 
individuals coming into these facilities.  Karla Flores responded that the Swabbing Test is the only 
test being accepted by these facilities and the County Public Health Department.  Public Health is 
limiting the admission of new residents into these facilities to avoid propagation of the COVID-19. 

 

VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
John Hernandez asked Committee Chairs to provide a report for each committee. 
 

Executive/Planning & Finance Committee:  Nothing to report. 
 

Legislative Committee:  Helen Lopez informed the Council that there is no change.  Everything is on hold due to 
COVID-19.  She does expect for the California Senior Legislator’s (CSL) to advocate for funds for seniors and 
oppose the proposed budget cuts to senior programs. 
 

Nutrition Committee:  Nothing new to report. 
 

Transportation Committee:  Nothing reported. 
 

Social & Health Committee: Manuel Sanchez, Committee Chair, asked if masks and hand sanitizer were available 
to provide to seniors.  This was an item pending from the committee’s last meeting.  Rosie B. informed him that 
800 masks were requested to the Emergency Operating Center (EOC).  However, only 300 masks have been 
received and distributed to seniors in the County so far because of the demand from other agencies and 
organizations that are in need. 

 

VII. INFORMATION: 
The informational items included in the agenda packets were the attendance roster, updated council members 
roster, and Information on Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
 

VIII. AREA AGENCY ON AGING DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
Rosie Blankenship provided a brief report since she had already provided information during the presentation 
section of the meeting.  She discussed the Governor’s May Revise and his plan to address the $54.3 billion 
budget deficit.  She discussed the programs that were expected to receive the most cuts in funding such as the 
Community Based Adult Services (CBAS), IHSS, CalFresh, and Supplemental Security Income (SSI).  In order to 
continue our programs, agencies like ours will need to seek out assistance from other funding sources such as 
applying for grants and seeking support from philanthropists.  She also provided an update on the latest COVID-
19 numbers including number of new infections, number of individuals testing, number of recovered, number 
of active cases, and number of deaths because of this disease in Imperial County.  Supervisor Ray Castillo added 
that a spike was seen in the number of infections across the border right after the Mother’s Day Holiday 
Weekend.  He encouraged people to follow the public health guidelines and avoid gatherings until these are 
lifted.  He also discussed briefly the new assistance that was received by Federal government to help with 
COVID-19 infections in Imperial County. 

 

IX. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY MEMBERS: 
No announcements were made. 
 

X. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 
Daniel Romero asked staff to provide a presentation on the ICAAA Budget and Service Provider Budgets. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT:  
Chair John Hernandez adjourned the meeting at 11:04 a.m. 
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Rosie Blankenship       Monica Veliz De Leon 
ICAAA Director       Recording Clerk 


