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Meeting Minutes: Thursday, June 16, 2022 
Proceedings: 
The Imperial County Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council met for a regular meeting on 
Thursday, June 16, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. via ZOOM:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89725703645?pwd=QU1YSTNKT3lMbTg1aGZ1d3ZwR0ZzZz09 
Phone Number: +1 669 900-6833 | Meeting ID: 897 2570 3645 | Passcode: 286939 

 

 

  

 
Voting Attendees: Representing Sector: 

 Cynthia Alba 
Cheryl Viegas Walker 
AJ Gaddis 
John Hernandez 
Benjamin J. Horton 
Paul R. Monarrez 
Virginia Ward 
Veronica Wright 
Patricia A. Thompson 
Helen Lopez 
Daniel Romero 
Oreda Chin 
Pablo Corona 
Ismael Lopez 
Manuel Sanchez 
 

District 1 
District 2 
District 3 
District 4 
District 5 
Disabled Interest 
League of Cities 
Senior Advocate 
Service Provider 
CSL – Senate 
CSL – Assembly 
Senior Organization 
HICAP 
At-Large Alternate 
At-Large Alternate 
 

                Non-Voting Attendees/Providers: 
 
 
 
 

Sarah M. Enz 
Madeline Dessert 
Joanna D. Zepeda 
Karla Flores 
Monica Veliz De Leon 
Polo Salazar 
Guadalupe Rodriguez 
Stephanie Alvarez 
Lacy Stokes, MA 
Guadalupe Ruiz 
 

Absent: 
Supervisor Ray Castillo 
Mike Lara 
Javier Moreno 
Sedalia Sanders 
Terry Swing 
Supervisor Mike Kelley 

Acting Public Administrator / ICAAA Director 
ICAAA Department Fiscal Manager 
ICAAA Administrative Analyst I 
ICAAA Long Term Care Ombudsman Coordinator 
ICAAA Information & Assistance Coordinator 
Catholic Charities, Program Manager 
Catholic Charities, Director of Outreach Imperial Valley 
Catholic Charities, Director of Senior Nutrition 
Southern Caregiver Resource Center, Director of Programs 
Pioneers Memorial Healthcare District, Director of Case Management 
 

 
County of Imperial 
Senior Advocate 
Law Enforcement 
At-Large 
At-Large 
At-Large Alternate 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89725703645?pwd=QU1YSTNKT3lMbTg1aGZ1d3ZwR0ZzZz09
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Agenda Item / Action Taken: 
I. FLAG SALUTE, ROLL CALL (MEMBERS), AND INTRODUCTIONS (GUESTS):  

Chair Virginia Ward called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.  Flag salute and roll call were 
completed and quorum was established.  Staff introduced guests. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Helen Lopez motioned to approve the May 19, 2022, Advisory Council meeting minutes as 
presented.  Oreda Chin seconded the motion.  Chair called for vote.  The motion passed 
unanimously with no nays or abstentions. 
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Chair Virginia Ward opened up the floor for public comments. 
 

Veronica Wright announced that she had submitted her resignation effective August 1, 2022, 
and thanked everyone for allowing her to be part of the Advisory Council.  She further 
commented that she learned a lot being part of the Council and in assisting in issues related to 
aging, that everyone has to face.  Advisory Council members thanked her for her service and 
wished her well.  Virginia Ward confirmed that she received the letter and thanked her for her 
service.  This concluded Ms. Wright’s comment. 
 

John Hernandez stated that information was sent out regarding an agenda item on the Board of 
Supervisors meetings in May, which proposed for the Area Agency on Aging (AAA) be placed 
under the Department of Behavioral Health.  He heard that there was push back regarding that 
proposal at said meeting.  Unfortunately, he was unable to attend and did not receive further 
information on the outcome.  Hernandez feels the Advisory Council should be given an 
opportunity to provide suggestions such as best practices, comparison to other counties, etc. to 
continue to better serve the growing senior community.  John Hernandez asked staff to add this 
as an agenda item for a future meeting for more in depth discussion.  
 

Helen Lopez provided additional information and updated the Advisory Council members 
regarding this issue.  Unfortunately, no one knew about the agenda item until last minute.  The 
agenda item was not specifically about moving the AAA under the Behavioral Health 
Department even though this would be the ultimate outcome.  Instead, it was regarding a 
change to the Public Administrator’s job description to have the Public Administrator report to 
the Director of Behavioral Health.  This would have effectively moved the AAA to report to this 
department.  Advisory Council members who found out about this agreed that they should have 
been consulted or at least notified of this upcoming change.  Advisory Council members made 
calls to the Board of Supervisors and attended the meeting.  The agenda item was ultimately 
pulled.  Helen Lopez believed that the request for the Advisory Council to be informed and 
consulted if changes are made that impact the AAA was heard by Board of Supervisors.  Helen 
Lopez is sure that the AAA will be consulted in the future and will be given an opportunity to 
provide input before any further changes.  Helen Lopez asked AJ Gaddis, who had experience 
working in Human Resources and with reorganizations, if she had anything to add. 
 

AJ Gaddis commented that there was nothing new to add.  She concurred that this was an 
attempt to a reorganization that was not well presented.  She agreed with John Hernandez that 
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the Advisory Council and the senior population should be consulted to ensure the needs of the 
seniors of Imperial County are met.  This concluded her comment.   
 

Cheryl Viegas Walker recommended that a task force consisting of the Executive Officers, Chair, 
Vice Chair, Secretary and Past-Chair, and the Acting Director meet to come up with a plan to 
work through this reorganization.  This task force should draft their own recommendation to 
present to the Board of Supervisors and the County Chief Executive Officer that takes into 
consideration the best way to deliver services to seniors, whether this is to be moved under the 
Behavioral Health Department, Public Health Department, the Department of Social Services, or 
be a standalone department.  It is important that this Advisory Council be heard and for their 
perspective to be taken into account. 
 

Helen Lopez agreed and  though it would be better to take a proactive approach instead of 
waiting for additional informational or response from the County.  Virginia Ward and AJ Gaddis 
agreed with Walker’s recommendation as well. 
 

Madeline Dessert, Department Fiscal Manager, provided an update on where the Public 
Administrator/ Area Agency on Aging (PA/AAA) stands.  After the agenda items was pulled, 
management was informed that the PA/AAA was placed under a 30 day evaluation, which 
started on May 24, 2022.  During this time, weekly meetings are being held between the 
management teams of PA/AAA and Behavioral Health. 
 

Cheryl V. Walker thanked Madeline Dessert for the update.  She reinstated that the Advisory 
Council was appointed to represent seniors and this agency and must be included in any further 
discussion since this will impact the department.  Discussions should not be done in a vacuum, 
without input from this group.  For the Advisory Council to be shut out of this process is not the 
right approach for transparency and inclusion.  She asked for staff to allow this group to 
advocate for seniors and on the agency’s behalf on this matter.  Cheryl V. Walker felt that 
burying this department under a large department would be a detriment as it may lose its 
impact and visibility.  Thus, it is important for the Advisory Council to be proactive on this matter 
and not wait for input to be requested. 
 

AJ Gaddis agreed that the Advisory Council should be proactive.  She reported that she spoke 
with three of the Board Supervisors regarding this issue.  She asked that Council approach this 
in a very diplomatic way to ensure the Supervisors do not feel bombarded.  AJ Gaddis 
recommended that the task force prepare talking points and be very clear on what they want to 
accomplish. 
 

Helen Lopez asked Madeline Dessert what she recommended would be the best approach for 
the Advisory Council to get involved in the process and discussion of the proposed 
reorganization.  Since the actions taken by the Council to get the item pulled from the consent 
agenda, no further communication or updates have been received by this Council.  How do we 
get involved? 
 

Madeline Dessert responded that many of the Council members are appointed by the Board of 
Supervisors (BOS), she recommended that they speak with their appointing Supervisors to 
discuss their concerns.  She also recommended that those not appointed by the BOS reach out 
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to the Supervisor from the district where they currently live.  This is the best way to get their 
voices heard.  She offered to provide the Clerk of the Board’s phone number to anyone wishing 
to communicate with their Supervisor. 
 

AJ Gaddis asked Madeline Dessert if she was at liberty to share what was discussed at the weekly 
meetings regarding this matter.  Madeline Dessert responded that the discussion has focused 
on sharing information and learning about each department’s functions, staff numbers, and 
other basic information.  Staff has not received any further information. 
 

Daniel Romero reported that he spoke to the Supervisor for his district, Sup. Escobar, and is 
working on setting up a meeting to discuss this matter.  He has asked Helen Lopez to join him at 
this meeting.  Madeline Dessert offered her help. 
 

Helen Lopez, reported that she has also reached out to a couple of Supervisors prior to this 
agenda item.  She recommended that the task force, recommended by Walker, get together as 
an interested party or members of the public and prepare a white paper that would delineate 
the duties of the Advisory Council and the reasons they are requesting participation in the 
reorganization process. 
 

Manuel Sanchez agreed with this recommendation.  The BOS should understand who they are 
and what they represent.  The main goal is for seniors to receive services without interruption. 
 

Oreda Chin asked why not all Advisory Council members were informed of this reorganization.  
 

Helen Lopez responded that nobody was informed.  The few Advisory Council found out because 
they found the item in the BOS Agenda.  They jumped into action because of the potential 
impact to the Area Agency on Aging.  Nobody had talked to Advisory Council regarding this issue. 
 

Cheryl V. Walker asked who submitted this agenda item.  Helen Lopez responded that it was 
brought forth by the Human Resources Department as nothing more than a revision to the 
Public Administrator job description to have this position report to the director of the Behavioral 
Health Services. 
 

Cheryl V. Walker expressed her concern since the Human Resources Department is not typically 
in charge of a department reorganization.  Reorganizations typically come from the Chief 
Executive Office.  She emphasized that the Executive Committee meet and plan a response to 
this action. 
 

Helen Lopez asked staff how soon they would be able to meet with notice.  Cheryl V. Walker 
stated that it was her understanding that since this is just a subset of the entire group they could 
meet without the required noticing.   
 

Patricia Thompson asked if the Council waited to discuss this during the next meeting, wouldn’t 
this be too late since the department was already on a thirty-day assessment.  Other members 
agreed and recommended that Council meet to discuss this as soon as possible.  Mrs. Patricia 
Thompson also wondered if this change was already in the plans since the Director was still in 
the Acting status instead of permanent making it much easier for these changes to be made at 
this time.  Other Advisory Council members agreed with this comment. 
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IV. ACTION / DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
a) Ratify Resolution of the Imperial County Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council 

authorizing the continuance of remote meetings in accordance with the provisions 
of State Assembly Bill 361 
Cheryl V. Walker motioned to ratify resolution.  Helen Lopez seconded the motion. 
 

Patricia Thompson asked how long we will continue to meet remotely.  Madeline 
Dessert responded that the first in-person meeting will be held in September 2022.  
Patricia Thompson asked why this needed to be voted on if meetings were held in-
person in September.  The Chair responded that this was required for this meeting 
and the next which will be held remotely. 
 

Chair Ward called for vote.  The motion passed unanimously with no nays or 
abstentions.  No further discussion. 
 

b) Review and approve proposed Area Plan 2020-2024 – Third Year Update for Fiscal 
Year 2022-2023 
Sarah Enz asked the Advisory Council to table this item until the July 2022 meeting 
since she was out sick and had not been able to work on the Area Plan update. 
 

John Hernandez motioned for this action item to be tabled until the next meeting in 
July 2022.  Helen Lopez seconded the motion. Chair Ward called for vote.  The motion 
passed unanimously with no nays or abstentions.  No further discussion. 
 

Daniel Romero asked if the agenda needed a section asking for approval of the 
agenda.  Madeline Dessert responded that staff would ask County Counsel and let the 
Advisory Council know if this is necessary. 
 

c) AAA Advisory Council Presentation of Slate of Officers for Fiscal Year 2022-2023 
Helen Lopez reported that the Ad-hoc Nominating Committee met on June 9, 2022, 
and decided to recommend the following Slate of Officers for Advisory Council 
consideration: 

• Chair – Oreda Chin 
• Vice Chair – AJ Gaddis 
• Secretary – Paul R. Monarrez  
• Past-Chair – Virginia Ward 

 

Manuel Sanchez seconded the recommendation by the Ad-hoc Nominating 
Committee to accept the slate of officers as presented for election in July 2022. 
 

John Hernandez asked how long Oreda Chin and AJ Gaddis have been part of the 
Advisory Council.  Both Chin and Gaddis responded that they have been part of the 
Advisory Council for over two years. 
 

Chair Ward called for vote.  The motion passed unanimously with no nays or 
abstentions.  No further discussion. 
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d) Advisory Council to provide Vote of Confidence for Council Members with Terms 
Ending in 2022 
Helen Lopez reported that the Ad-hoc Nominating Committee met on June 9, 2022, 
and recommends the Advisory Council provide a vote of confidence to the following 
members: 

• Mike Lara, Senior Advocate 
• Veronica Wright, Senior Advocate 
• Patricia A. Thompson, Service Provider 
• Javier Moreno, Law Enforcement 
• Ismael Lopez, Alternate At-Large 

 

John Hernandez seconded the motion. 
 

AJ Gaddis asked if the Ad-hoc Nominating Committee looked into the issue of 
attendance for all members listed.  Patricia Thompson commented that she is one of 
the Advisory Council members with attendance issues because she has struggled with 
attendance via Zoom.  She received a letter from staff regarding this issue and is 
committed to improving her attendance especially once the meeting are held in-
person. 
 

Chair Ward called for vote.  The motion passed unanimously with no nays or 
abstentions.  No further discussion. 
 

e) Chair to appoint new councilmember to committee(s). 
Chair Virginia Ward appointed Cheryl Viegas Walker to the Legislative Committee & 
the Transportation Committee.  Cheryl Viegas Walker accepted the appointment.  
Virginia Ward welcomed her to the committees.  No further discussion. 

 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Chair Virginia Ward asked Committee Chairs to report for their committee.  This has been 
moved to happen prior to the presentations. 
 

Executive Committee:  Chair Ward had nothing to report. 
 

Planning & Finance Committee: Paul R. Monarrez had nothing to report. 
 

Legislative Committee:  Helen Lopez sent out three attachments prior to the meeting to 
facilitate this report.  The California Senior Legislature (CSL) proposal deadline was on June 
15, 2022.  19 proposals were submitted to CSL.  Helen Lopez emailed a file with the names of 
each of those proposals.  The language will be added and shared later once it is time to vote 
for the top 10 proposals that the Senator and Assembly Members should support.  Helen 
Lopez and Daniel Romero worked and submitted one proposal.  Helen Lopez provided two 
attachments for this proposal, a white paper with a summary and the full proposal language.  
Also, included in the attachments are updates on last year’s CSL Top 10 proposals, now bills.  
Helen Lopez reported that most are moving forward.  If anyone is interested to learn more 
and find the status of the bill, they can click on the link next to each bills name on the report 
that was sent last month.  She reported that bill AB 277, which Daniel Romero and Helen 
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Lopez coauthored and increases the personal needs allowance from $30 to $50 for people 
residing in long-term care facilities, has continued to move forward.  It is currently in the 
Consent Calendar for the Assembly Appropriations and should be presented and decided 
upon by the end of June 2022.  This bill has been submitted five times and this is the first time 
it has gotten this far.  This concluded the Legislative Report. 

 

Nutrition Committee:  Oreda Chin reported that she will be coordinating a meeting soon. 
 

Transportation Committee:  AJ Gaddis reported that the Committee met on June 6, 2022.  
The Committee continues to discuss the goals and objectives for the Transportation 
Committee and how to best assist those we serve, which include staff and the senior 
population. Committee approved the definition of the Transportation Commission as 
currently exists in the By-laws.  Committee continues to review and assess the transportation 
needs valley-wide.  In this effort, some Committee members decided to take do a ride-along.  
Veronica Wright and AJ Gaddis took a ride from the substation in El Centro to Calexico and 
back.  This help them better access ridership needs and experience.  Also, discussed at the 
meeting was the ending of free fares in April 2022.  Staff clarified that seniors will continue 
to ride free of charge.  However, the current fares are attached to the agenda in the 
informational section.  Finally, she welcomed Cheryl Viegas Walker to the Advisory Council 
and the Transportation Committee. 
 

Cheryl V. Walker thanked AJ Gaddis for the welcome.  She reported that she sits on the Board 
of the Imperial County Transportation Commission.  She is curious in discovering the gaps in 
transportation for seniors.  She wondered if modeling is required to teach seniors how to use 
the existing Public Transportation.  She also suggested that the Advisory Council invite the 
interim ICTC Director to provide a presentation on the new door to door service being offered 
in Calexico for seniors. 
 

AJ Gaddis thanked Cheryl V. Walker for her comments.  She also reported that the Committee 
uses the Area Agency on Aging’s Needs Assessment to gather information regarding 
transportation needs.  Gaddis commented that during this year’s public hearings she was 
surprised that Transportation was listed towards the bottom of the priority list (from the 
needs assessment) when those in attendance reported that it should be one of the top three 
needs, especially in areas such as Niland and Salton Sea.  She further commented that during 
the ride-along, Veronica Wright noted that the bus stops were very hot and recommended 
that water be made available at these sites.  The Committee then discussed how this could 
be accomplished to resolve this issue and provide water for seniors.  She commented that 
Mrs. Walker was a welcomed addition to this Transportation Committee. 
 

Social & Health Committee:  Manuel Sanchez had nothing new to report. We will be 
scheduling a meeting shortly. 
 

Ad-hoc Nominating Committee:  Helen Lopez reported that Committee will not be dissolved 
since they had gotten the sad news that there will be a vacancy soon.  The Committee will 
continue to fill that vacancy. 
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Ad-hoc By-law Committee Report:  Helen Lopez reported that since the last meeting update, 
the Committee has added language to clarify the types of members in the By-laws.  Our 
proposal includes three member types: Appointed members (those appointed by the Board 
of Supervisors, CSL, and League of Cities), At-Large Members, and Alternate members.  
Language was developed to clarify and specify these three member types.  A lot of work is 
still pending and the Committee is working on it one point at a time. 
 

This concluded the committee reports. 
 

VI. PRESENTATIONS: 
a) Long-Term Care Ombudsman Update – ICAAA – Karla Flores  

Karla Flores introduced herself.  She presented a video along with her presentation.  
The report provided an update to the Advisory Council on the Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman Program for Fiscal Year 2021-2022.  She introduced staff and volunteers:  
Karla Flores has been with the Ombudsman program for 20 Years, and volunteers, Gail 
Luallin, now serving five years, and Ana Vizcarra, now serving three years.  She went 
over the mission and an overview of Resident’s Rights.  She reported that Imperial 
County has ten (10) facilities with a total of 497 beds.  There are seven (7) Residential 
Care Facilities and three (3) Skilled Nursing Facilities.  The top complaints received are 
quality of care; dietary; financial; autonomy- choice & rights; abuse, gross neglect, 
sexual & exploitation; access to information; admissions, transfers, discharge and 
evictions.  These complaints are made by or on behalf of the residents.  She went over 
the activities completed by staff and volutneers in FY 2021-2022: Weekly COVID-19 
Testing since October 2021, 90 facility visits, 190 complaints, 210 hours dedicated by 
volunteers, 10 outreach events attended, 21 presentations conducted, 17 webinar 
and trainings attended, State Spring Conference attended, distributed 540 COVID-19 
Test Kits to 16 facilities, distributed 29 robotic pets to residents, and prepared the 
Elder Abuse Conference. She shared that the Board of Supervisors proclaimed the 
month of June as World Elder Abuse Awareness during their last meeting.  Karla Flores 
announced that the World Elder Abuse Awareness Conference that was scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 21, 2022, was at capacity.  She then spent some time in providing 
details on the Robotic Pets project.  All facilities received pets except two that declined 
to participate.  She then shared some pictures and stories.  She reported that she was 
able to purchase an additional four (4) pets for facilities with funds left over in the LTC 
Ombudsman Program budget.  AJ Gaddis asked clarification on declined to 
participate.  Karla Flores responded that those facilities did not want pets.  Karla Flores 
ended her presentation by sharing her contact information and opened up for 
questions. 
 

John Hernandez asked Ms. Flores if she could provide the number of people from 
Imperial County residing in long-term care facilities outside of Imperial Valley.  Karla 
Flores responded that she did not have the information.  She asked for clarification.  
John Hernandez responded that he would like to know how many individuals are 
being housed elsewhere away from their loved ones instead of being housed in a 
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facility here.  Karla Flores responded that she does get the transfer or discharge 
notification from the facilities but the hospitals do not provide that information, 
because they are not mandated to provide it.  She will check with the hospitals to see 
if they keep this information.  She clarified that the Ombudsman Program does not 
keep track of this. 
 

AJ Gaddis commented the she loved the Robotics Pet.  When this program was 
presented there was discussion regarding making these pets available to seniors living 
at home that may be isolated or depressed.  At that time funding was not available to 
make this happen.  She asked if this is something that is available now.  Karla Flores 
responded that the funding received for this project was strictly to be used for 
purchase of pets for Long-Term Care Facilities and no additional funding has been 
received.  AJ Gaddis asked if the pets were available.  Karla Flores responded that the 
pets are available for purchase, however, the AAA did not have the funding to 
purchase pets.  The only way this could be done is if the community donated towards 
this program.  AJ Gaddis asked for the price of the pets.  Karla Flores responded that 
the cost runs from $130 to $150.  This concluded the questions and presentation. 
 

b) Imperial County Area Agency on Aging – Information & Assistance Program Update 
– Monica Veliz De Leon, Information & Assistance Coordinator 
Monica Veliz De Leon provided and overview of her program including the goal and 
rationale behind the program.  She went over each of the services/ activities provided, 
including a year to date number for each.   
 

As of May 31, 2022, the I&A has completed 84 public information activities.  These 
activities include the information provided through the ICAAA website, provided to 
other agencies, or distributed at events.   
 

The I&A has completed 45 community education activities as of May 31, 2022.  The 
I&A participates in community events such as health fairs, conferences, and 
presentations with local community organizations.  This year the I&A Program 
continued providing Healthy Aging Virtual Education trainings in partnership with 
providers and other agencies.  These were held via the ZOOM platform.  A total of 507 
individuals attended this events to learn about different topics.  The virtual education 
training with the most attendance was the presentation on Transportation Services, 
with 79 individuals in attendance followed closely by the presentation by Karla Flores 
on the Long Term Care Ombudsman Program.  Monica De Leon shared the Healthy 
Virtual Education Training 2022-2023 Series Flyer and the lineup of presenters for the 
year.  She explained that the presentation topics are designed based on requests 
made by seniors and other topics of interest that the Advisory Council members have 
offered.  She announced that the Department of Social Services would be the first to 
present on the expansion of Medi-Cal and the elimination of the asset limit.  She 
encouraged the Advisory Council to attend every second Wednesday of the month at 
10 am in English and 11:00 am in Spanish.   
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This year the I&A surpassed the outreach goal by a large margin.  The reason for this 
was the support of Shawn Angulo, our I&A Volunteer, who worked diligently to reach 
out to seniors, check on their wellbeing, and offer the agency’s services.  As of May 
31, 2022, 799 contacts had been made. 
 

Finally, the Information & Assistance contacts have come down to standard levels.  As 
of May 31, 2022, 933 contacts had been made.  The I&A is trending to meet the 1,000 
goal for this year.  The most common requests are for the Senior Nutrition Program, 
Meals on Wheels and Congregate Sites.  This year the I&A Program has seen an 
increase in request for respite and in-home care. 
 

Monica De Leon concluded her presentation with an introduction to staff and to 
Shawn Angulo, the I&A volunteer, that has donated close to 66 hours of her time this 
year to call 799 seniors and provide them support, companionship, and assistance. 
 

AJ Gaddis asked for clarification on the Transportation Service virtual training.  She 
asked how long this took and what was presented.  Monica De Leon responded that 
the presentation was provided by Gustavo Gomez, Mobility Coordinator for Imperial 
County Transportation Commission, who went over each route and service line 
offered by ICTC including any eligibility requirements, enrollment process, and fares.  
The presentation was less than one hour.  AJ Gaddis mentioned that she would like 
for this to be presented at the next Transportation Committee meeting if not too long. 
 

AJ Gaddis then commented that a while ago the Advisory Council had identified 
isolation as an area of concern for the elderly.  Gardening is something that had 
previously been discussed that could combat isolation.  She suggested that gardening 
be included in the calendar for the virtual training.   
 

Monica De Leon responded that in December 2022, the I&A has scheduled a 
presentation by Imperial County Behavioral Health for the Healthy Aging Virtual 
Education training.  During their presentation they will discuss isolation and will 
provide tools to combat this issue.  In regards to gardening, a presentation on how 
this can enhance nutrition is scheduled for February 2023.  She encouraged the 
Advisory Council to save these meeting dates so that they may attend. 
 

Cheryl Viegas Walker stated that she reviewed the Senior Resource Directory and 
suggested that the following agency is added: Inland Fair Housing, located in El Centro, 
and phone number (760) 482-5773.  This agency provides low to moderate income 
individuals with services related to housing and provides special services for seniors.  
Monica De Leon thanked her for the suggestions and told her that she would keep 
them in mind. 
 

Veronica Wright thanked Shawn Angulo for volunteering and thanked Monica De 
Leon for the presentation.  She asked if there is a link to the Healthy Aging Virtual 
Education training that could be shared with inviduals that may not be able to attend 
the morning meetings.  Monica De Leon responded that all sessions are recorded and 
the links to trainings are kept on file for about three months.  She asks that individuals 
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that miss the meetings reach out to her and she will happily send them the links to 
the recordings. 

 

VII. INFORMATION: 
Chair Virginia Ward went over the informational items included in the agenda packet which 
consisted of the attendance roster, the updated Council Members Roster, and the Imperial 
County Transportation Commission updated fares. 
 

AJ Gaddis asked whether it was a requirement to include the excused and unexcused 
designation on the Attendance Roster that is shared monthly with the Advisory Council.  
Madeline Dessert went over the process.  AJ Gaddis said that she understands the process 
but is wondering if this needs to be shared publicly.  Madeline Dessert responded that she 
will check with County Counsel.  AJ Gaddis asked Madeline Dessert to put this on a future 
agenda if necessary.  This concluded the discussion. 
 

VIII. AREA AGENCY ON AGING DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
Madeline Dessert provided the Director’s Report on behalf of Sarah Enz who is still out of 
office.  She welcomed the newest member Cheryl Viegas Walker.  She then went over the 
Senior Nutrition Program (SNP) numbers.  She thanked Polo Salazar, SNP Program Manager, 
for working diligently to increase these numbers month to month even with limited staffing.  
She announced that the last of the Congregate Sites, Ocotillo, opened its doors on June 10, 
2022.  She announced that the AAA will be hosting an Elder Abuse Awareness Conference at 
Strike Zone next Tuesday, July 21, 2022.  Karla Flores organized the half-day event in honor 
of World Elder Abuse Awareness month.  She also reported that AP2223-24 was received and 
approved by the Board of Supervisors during their last meeting on Tuesday, June 14, 2022.  
This contract had a significant increase compared to the amount provided the year before.  
This concluded the report and she opened up for questions. 
 

Cheryl V. Walker thanked Madeline Dessert for the warm welcome.  She further commented 
that every year the State sits on a $100 billion surplus.  She asked if the amount received by 
the AAA is expected to increase year to year or if it will remain the same.  Madeline Dessert 
responded that this year there was a significant increase, $400,000, compared to last year’s 
budget.  This is the baseline funding but contract amendments are also expected which can 
range from one amendment to three or four amendments.  This year ARPA funding, which is 
COVID-19 related funding, was received in the amount of $745,542.  This additional funding 
has helped to expand all of our programs including the Senior Nutrition Program  The Home 
Delivered Meal program has been growing year to year to meet demand thanks to this 
additional funding.  Madeline Dessert offered to send Cheryl V. Walker with the budget 
comparison chart that was shared last month.   
 

This concluded the director’s report. 
 

IX. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY MEMBERS: 
No announcement were made. 
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X. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 
Madeline Dessert summarized the two requests for future agenda items: John Hernandez 
requested an update on status of the reorganizations and AJ Gaddis requested clarification 
on the inclusion of the Attendance Roster in the agenda and if the Excused/Unexcused 
designations needed to be included. 
 

AJ Gaddis clarified that she did not mind that the attendance roster be shared but she 
questioned the need for the Excused/Unexcused designations. 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT: 
Chair Ward adjourned the meeting at 10:46 a.m. 
 

Sarah Enz         Monica Veliz De Leon 
Acting Public Administrator/ ICAAA Director    Recording Clerk 
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